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It’s a busy half term with, of course, lots of assessments and SATs taking place. Year 6
SATs take place during the week beginning 14th May. The Year 2 SAT tests are more informal and will be taken at different times with groups of children throughout the month of
May. Children in other year groups will also be assessed this half term in their reading, writing and maths. These assessments help to inform the teacher’s judgement as to whether or
not your child is working at the appropriate attainment level expected for their year group.
Highfield children are positive and hardworking and I know will all try their best.
Parental support at home has the biggest influence on a child’s achievement at school. Your
commitment to ensuring your child attends school every day results in our attendance remaining above 97% every year. Your attendance at our parents’ evening ensures that vital
relationship between home and school continues. On Wednesday evening lots of you attended a maths calculations presentation delivered by all the staff. The slides, which explain
and demonstrate calculation strategies from Reception to Year 6, are all available for your
reference on the school website. They are in the Curriculum section under Maths and called
“Maths Presentation.”
Curriculum News
Of course maths and English are only a part of the primary school curriculum. In my last newsletter we celebrated our SchoolGames Gold and this
month I am delighted to announce that we have been awarded the Art
Council’s Platinum Award.
The panel made the following comment about our submission:
The panel was pleased to learn of Highfield's holistic approach to foster pupils' creativity and the way in which the school has
used the arts as a vehicle for promoting pupils' emotional well-being through their inspiring and rich arts offer. The school has
expertly sought to overcome any barriers on its Arts mark journey by capitalising on the special talents of parents, carers and
local community members. In your Case Study, you present excellent evidence of how you are making a difference to, and
shaping the opinions of, arts teaching and learning in other schools as a result of the strong partnerships you have developed
over your Arts mark journey. The panel looks forward to hearing how you continue to innovate and strive for even better outcomes as you continue on your Arts mark journey. You may also wish to celebrate the children's creative achievements
through implementation of the Arts Award scheme.
As a Platinum Arts mark school Arts Council England celebrates your commitment to arts and cultural education at a governing body level, the opportunities established across your provision and the leadership you are demonstrating in this area. Your
children and young people are offered equal opportunity to influence, lead, experience and evaluate a diverse range of highquality arts and cultural activities across a broad range of media and you are able to contribute to development opportunities in
these areas for both your own staff and others. You have strong partnerships with arts and cultural organisations and can evidence the positive impact of this collaboration. Your children and young people have an opportunity to continually develop
their knowledge, skills and understanding of arts and culture and you are working to further develop the leadership role you
have established.
Congratulations on your Arts mark Platinum Award!
Staffing and governing body news
Congratulations to Mrs Fritz who has a lovely, healthy baby girl. Mrs Lewis is now teaching 4FW on Thursdays and Fridays,
with Mrs Woodward teaching the class the rest of the week. The governing body will be meeting this half term to approve our
annual charging policy, set the new school budget and approve our new School Improvement Plan for 2018—2019.
Please keep checking the school website for dates, year group newsletters and other news.
Julie Colley.

5B enjoying their Play In A Day on the 18th April

Our school choir performing with other local schools at Brodetski Primary. Their new T-Shirts were sponsored
by Moortown Co-op

Year 6 enjoying the first warm, sunny day of the
year eating lunch on the picnic benches
It was great to have
Mr Beresford back
with us on Thursday
afternoon. We really
enjoyed him telling
us all about his latest book.

