Highfield Primary School

January 2018 Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you have all enjoyed a lovely Christmas holiday and enjoyed spending time with your
family and friends. The children all looked very smart on Wednesday and I asked them to
thank you for sending them to school in their school uniform and black school shoes.
Many of our children have their own, or access to, computers, laptops and Ipads and I am sure
there were lots of electronic Christmas presents this year. I always like to strongly advise parents that the use of Facebook, U Tube, Instagram and other social media are not meant to be
used by children under the age of thirteen. This is a very good rule as primary school children
do not have the maturity to use these sites and they can pose safeguarding risks and cause
emotional distress when things go wrong. I strongly urge you to review whether your child
should be using them. The internet is a wonderful learning and entertainment tool but for
young children it can be a dangerous place which requires us as responsible parents to monitor what our children are engaging in and looking at. We do not allow mobile phones in primary school unless you make a special request by letter. In such cases the phone must be kept
in the school office until home time when they can then be collected.
Attendance in school is very good and remains over 97%. I am pleased that so many of you do
not take your child out of school in term time and support our attendance policy. Children
who have no serious medical issues and whose attendance remains persistently below 90% are
classed as persistent absentees and may face legal proceedings. Mrs Bailey, our learning mentor, has written to all the parents whose children fall into this category so that they are aware
their child’s attendance has fallen below 90%. Please remember that as part of DfE rules and
policy, I cannot authorise holidays in term time. This includes travelling overseas to visit relatives, attending weddings overseas or visiting sick relatives. So many of us have families who
live in different towns, cities or countries and continents (including me of course!) and so visiting families is not classed as an exceptional circumstance. Many parents who have to travel

overseas tag a day or two to an existing school holiday. This avoids a penalty notice fine and
is less disruptive than taking your child out of school for full week in term time. Please can
you also try, if possible, to arrange dental appointments after school. If you have to contact
the office to inform them of another parent taking your child home at the end of the day,
please can you give the ladies as much notice as possible, preferably before lunchtime so
that they can inform the class teacher.
We have set our five training days for the next academic year 2018—19. They are: Monday
3rd September 2018, Friday 8th February 2019, Monday 22nd July 2019, Tuesday 23rd July
2019 and Wednesday 24th July 2019.
Our remaining training days this year are: Friday 9th February 2018, Monday 23th July,
Tuesday 24th July and Wednesday 25th July.
Parents of children who have school dinners should have received a notification from Parentmail regarding the new menu which will run from February half term until the end of the
summer. Please ensure you have carefully selected meals for your child which you know
they will enjoy and be able to eat.
Please continue to check the school website for information blogs, newsletters, policies and
other useful information. A Year 6 parents meeting to give out Marrick and SATs information will be held on 23rd January at 5.30 p.m. All the other dates for the term, including
trips and parents’ evenings, are on the school website school calendar page and the assembly
page.
An incident recently occurred outside the shops at Moortown when a child was approached
by a stranger. Fortunately the child knew exactly what to do to stay safe. We will be reminding the children of stranger danger in school this week.

Best wishes
Julie Colley

