Highfield Primary School

May 2018 Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
I’m sure there can’t be many people who haven’t seen something
on the news in recent weeks about school budgets. With this in
mind I would like to share with you some ways in which Highfield,
like many other schools in the country, is being affected.
The governing body is fully committed to maintaining our outstanding curriculum. This year’s school budget has now been set and
ratified. It has been yet another difficult budget to balance with all the cuts including, in particular local authority, cuts to special educational needs funding. Some good new sis that from September school dinner charges for KS2 children will stay the
same at £2.40 per day. Musical tuition fees will cost £210 for the full year (this cost continues to be subsidised by school); Parents may pay in termly instalments of £70 but must commit to the full year as the school has to pay for the full year’s tuition.
The Friends raise huge amounts of money for school and, quite frankly, I do not know what we would do without them. The list
of requests I put to The Friends just goes on and on as school budgets tighten. They pay for our school based workshops so
that we do not have to ask parents for contributions. The Friends are currently raising money to refurbish our school upstairs
library. There are some amazing hampers displayed outside my office at the moment. I hope you will buy some raffle tickets
as a way of supporting our fundraising.
As mentioned at the start of my letter it is everyone’s intention to maintain our vibrant, rich curriculum. Our wonderful range of
school trips can only be maintained if parents are able and willing to make the voluntary contribution requested of them. The
school budget cannot subsidise nor pay for such trips. Please be assured that we will continue to strive to maintain our high
standards of teaching and learning despite the budgetary pressures we are facing now and potentially in the future.
This week our Year 2s and 6 children are sitting their SATs. As always the children are trying their very best. They are all well
prepared for the tests and we believe we have got the balance between preparation for tests and a rich and enjoyable primary
curriculum just right. We are very proud of them all.
Once again I find myself asking parents who drive to school in the mornings to please refrain from parking in the Shadwell
Medical Centre car park. The weather is lovely now, so why not enjoy walking to school with your child and avoiding all the
parking congestion. We also have our two scooter and bike shelters available
for use. Year one children enjoyed a scooter training session in school last
week and I’m sure they’d love the chance to scoot to school.
WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK 21st –25th May - Why not try the Highfield
Walking Bus!
There are many advantages of walking to school – it’s good exercise, reduces traffic congestion around the school (a major issue for Highfield), benefits the environment and helps children to arrive at school alert and ready to
learn.
The Walking Bus is a fun, sociable, healthy and safe way for children to walk
to school and reduces the number of morning school runs that parents need
to make. We walk from the top of Kingswood Crescent to school, every morning, rain or shine, leaving at 8.25am.
For more details please contact the parent organisers Gwen Collier or Laura
Robinson via the school office, or speak to one of the walking bus volunteers
in the playground (they're fairly easy to spot in hi-vis jackets!)
I look forward to seeing you in the many summer activities taking place next
half term. Please remember to check the school diary on the website for dates
of trips, sports days and other curriculum events.

Julie Colley

Our fabulous Year 6 football team have done the double. They have won the Leeds Inner North League and the Under
elevens Falkingham Cup. I watched them play in the final at Garforth Town Football Club last Thursday and was amazed at
how well they play together as a team. They played the game as it is meant to be played and I felt I was watching some

Our wonderful Mini Mermaid running
group finished their club with a fantastic 5K run at Roundhay park two
weeks ago. The girls really enjoyed
taking part in the club which focused
on self esteem, confidence building

This years School Council was eager to participate in some intergenerational work. Therefore a couple of weeks ago,
the Council visited a local residential and nursing home Donnisthorpe Hall. The children and residents had a lovely
time getting to know each other, looking at and discussing the children’s work, and talking about each others life experiences. A great afternoon was had by all!

