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Dear Parents and Carers,
What an incredibly busy start to this half term we have had. All Year 6 children have taken part in Bikeability
training. Learning to be safe on your bicycle is so important and the children worked very hard and behaved brilliantly during the training sessions. Years 3 and 5 children have enjoyed days at Murton Park and Armley Mills.
These themed days have helped the children to understand life for children in the past and are a very enjoyable
part of our history curriculum. Our Year 4 children were busy practising for their annual Robin Hood’s Bay concert which took place on November 21st. Last Friday we raised £701 for Children In Need. The event was organised by Mrs Homan and the wonderful Highfield School Council. We all enjoy this annual fundraising event and
I am always impressed by the children’s generosity of spirit, in particular Finley Hicks in year 6 who brought me
some of his birthday money as a donation.
Fabian Hamilton, our local MP, visited the school and school council on Monday morning (see photos). He heard
all about the work they do in school and answered lots of their questions about parliament. Fabian was very impressed by the children’s maturity and behaviour. I also spoke with him about issues affecting Highfield at the
moment. We spoke about school budget pressures and the catchment consultation taking place in Leeds this
term. Fabian was most impressed with our fantastic curriculum and, in particular, the work we do as an Arts
Mark Platinum school to promote the arts. He acknowledged the staff and governing body who work so hard to
maintain our exciting activities and lessons.
The school PTA, The Friends, play a key role in supplementing our budget and helping us pay for special extras.
Last month I was delighted to hear that we have several new members joining the PTA. We also have two new co
-chairs. They are Franz Noronha and Kate Colbourne. I have met with Franz and Kate and they are busy planning
all our usual activities as well as a couple of exciting extra events next year.
Staffing and Governor News
Sam Ross and Kate O’Malley, two very experienced teaching assistants, left us at half term. We wish them very
well in their new endeavours. Mrs Priya Sinha and Mr Daniel Taylor are working in school supporting children
until the end of the school year. As I mentioned in my October newsletter, Jane Denton, our school business manager, is taking early retirement in January. After nearly ten years working together at Highfield I will miss her
very much. A lot of Jane’s job goes un-noticed because of its nature. However, without her support Highfield
would not have been able to go from strength to strength in both its staffing structure and resource and buildings.
She has also spent nine and a half year keeping us out of a deficit budget which is a great achievement! We interviewed for a new business manager last Tuesday and have appointed Mr Patwant Singh who starts in January.
Just before half term we received two nominations for our parent governor vacancies. Oliver Thorne and Tashana
Williams are now our new parent governors. They both have children in Year 3.
Members of the governing body met last Wednesday morning to respond to the Local Authority “Catchment
Consultation for the 2020 intake”. As a governing body we are opposing the change and are keen to retain our
current “nearest school” community which Highfield has successfully served for the last sixty years. If you would
like to take part in the consultation, the deadline is 7th December 2018. You can find the full details by following
the link below.
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/children-families-and-carers/schools-and-learning/school-places/schooladmissions-policy-consultation.
Please check the School Diary and Assemblies section on the website for forthcoming events this term.
Julie Colley

